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addilove

N
ow

 visit F
enny D

rayton (see leaflet N
o 1).

B
y road. Leave by going dow

n hill, past the green and over
the canal bridge w

ith the traf
fic lights. K

eep going straight
on (you join the m

ain road under the railw
ay bridge for a

few
 yards) into W

oodford Lane. At the A
5 turn left and right

(you can see the junction). C
ontinue along D

rayton Lane
into the village (it is 2.5 m

iles).
O

n foot. C
ontinue past The G

range, over the m
ain road and

into Leather M
ill Lane. C

ontinue and follow
 the road

through the farm
 past the private road sign. 

A
t the A

5 turn
right and the footpath across the field is a few

 yards on the
left. It leads straight along the hedge and leads into D

rayton
Lane. Turn right tow

ards the village.
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H
artshill background

H
artshill is the nearest Q

uaker M
eeting house to the

birthplace of G
eorge F

ox. The history of H
artshill

dates back to earliest Q
uaker tim

es. 
T

he N
ew

ton
fam

ily w
ere contem

poraries of G
eor
ge F

ox and w
ere

w
ell know

n to him
 and the early follow

ers. G
eor
g

e
F

ox had relatives in the village.
T

he old m
eeting house, 

T
he G

range and the N
ew

ton’
s

F
ield and the present M

eeting house all have their
histories interw

oven together
.

In 1740 N
athaniel N

ew
ton w

ished to establish a
school and bought his grandfather

’s house and five
acres of land and it w

as here he established the school.
T

he front part of the field is the present M
eeting

H
ouse and the rear is now

 know
n as N

ew
ton’

s F
ield

and is allotm
ents.

T
he school had been started in the barn of 

T
he G

range
in 1707 (som

e of the original coat pegs are still
present!) The school w

as opened on 23 June 1742 (the
original school roll book is in the B

ull Street M
eeting

strong room
). P

arents and travelling F
riends w

ere
alw

ays w
elcom

ed at the school, as they w
ere at 

T
he

G
range [4]. The first headm

aster w
as R

ichard 
A

dkins
aged 23 and it w

as for boys and girls to be taught
‘reading, w

riting  and cost accounting’.
U

nder succeeding Q
uaker headm

asters the school
developed into a w

ell know
n and respected boarding

school for M
idland and E

ast 
A

nglian Q
uaker fam

ilies,
and w

as a school of G
ram

m
ar school standards. P

upils
of note attending the school during the 19th C

entury
included Isaac R

eckitt, w
ho later founded the

V
ictorian firm

 of starch m
anufacture, R

obert
B

akew
ell, w

ho later becam
e one of the founding

fathers of the science of G
eology; and in 1813 John

C
adbury - son of R

ichard 
Tapper C

adbury, a draper
and silk m

erchant of B
irm

ingham
 - w

ho attended the
school w

ith his brother Joel.

1713. H
er son B

enjam
in B

artlett Junior inherited sole
ow

nership of The G
range in 1768.

In 1762 B
enjam

in B
artlett Junior had m

oved to London for
his apothecary business, but due to poor health he spent long
sum

m
er periods at 

T
he G

range, and carried out
im

provem
ents and extensions to the building.

B
enjam

in B
artlett Junior died in 1786, leaving the estate to

his nephew
 B

artlett G
urney - a N

orw
ich banker - w

ith
instructions to sell everything!
In 1789 T

he G
range w

as sold to the 
A

lkins fam
ily from

Leicestershire, w
ho w

ere not Q
uakers. 

T
he 130 year link of

T
he G

range w
ith Q

uakers w
as been broken. It is now

 a
private house.
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A
 Q

uaker H
eritage w

alk around H
artshill.

Start
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e
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. [1

]

T
he P

resent M
eeting house [1]

T
he present m

eeting house w
as built in 1972 It w

as
designed to offer a m

eeting room
 suitable for fellow

ship
m

eetings, quiet m
eetings and w

ith a rem
ovable screen so

that the m
ain room

 could be expanded into the foyer
. It also

needed to have room
s for S

unday school m
eetings and

other m
eetings and a resident w

ardens flat. (T
he first

w
ardens w

ere D
onald and H

azel M
oore). S

ee leaflet
N

um
ber 3.

It w
as built on the site of the old school (see the cover

picture) w
hich had fallen into disuse, also the old M

eeting
house on the green w

hich needed extensive repairs w
as

sold to help fund the new
 one.

T
he old school provided free non-denom

inational
education for local children. 

T
he N

athaniel N
ew

ton nam
e

continues in a local school up the hill.

T
he shorter w

alk; turn right out of the m
eeting house

and w
alk dow

n the hill to the green

E
xtension w

alks - O
ne - N

ew
ton’

s field [3 on the m
ap]
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a
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e

o
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g
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r p
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E
xtension w

alks - Tw
o – T

he H
ayes

You m
ay choose to leave this to another tim

e or do it
upon return

T
h

e
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 b
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d
 th

e
 h
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u
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 co
u
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y p
a

rk
‘H

a
rtsh

ill H
a

ye
s’. G

e
o

rge
 F

o
x te

n
d

e
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 sh
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p

 in
 H

a
r

tsh
ill

H
a

ye
s d

u
rin

g
 h

is a
p

p
ren

tice
sh

ip
. T

h
e

re is a
 n

e
a
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y p

e
d

e
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n
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n
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n
ce
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 m
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t is th

e
 visito

r ce
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tr
e
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r

p
a

rk a
n

d
 ca

fe
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h
ich

 is o
p

e
n

 a
t w

e
e

ke
n

d
s. T

h
is is ju

st a
re

cre
a

tio
n

a
l w

a
lk th

e
re a

re
 n

o
 G

e
o

rge
 F

o
x m

o
n

u
m

e
n

ts n
o

r
a

n
y p

a
rticu
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r ro

u
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.

O
ld M

eeting H
ouse [2] (M

eeting H
ouse cottage)

In 1704 N
athaniel N

ew
ton conveyed a cottage and part

of a barn as a m
eeting house. In 1720 it w

as
repaired after being dam

aged follow
ing a

fire. It w
as also repaired after a m

ore
extensive fire tw

enty years later
. It w

as again
dam

aged by fire during the grain riots of
1756 w

hen Q
uakers w

ere accused of
hoarding grain follow

ing a bad harvest.
E

ventually by 1838 it w
as closed.

In 1881 Y
early M

eeting directed its H
om

e
M

ission C
om

m
ittee to encourage sm

all
rural Q

uaker M
eetings in the 

A
dult S

chool
provision and in 1869 som

e visitors from
P

akefield, S
uffolk w

ished to set up a
m

ission in H
artshill. They arrived

and found the door unlocked. 
A

lively m
ission m

eeting w
ith a

resident leader w
as the outcom

e.
H

ow
ever by 1956 repairs w

ere
needed to the roof and to the
m

issioners house and the
building w

as sold and
converted to the present
private dw

elling in the 1970’s.
T

he old m
eeting house had

been the only place of
C

hristian w
orship in H

artshill
for over a hundred years until
the C

ongregational C
hapel w

as
opened. (You w

ill pass this
along G

range R
oad)
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N
ew

ton’s F
ield [3]

T
his field w

as purchased from
 the grandfather of N

athaniel
N

ew
ton in 1741 as w

ell as the land w
here the present

m
eeting house stands. It has been divided and the current

M
eeting house shares a com

m
on boundary

. T
he field is the

principal asset of the N
ew

ton’
s E

ducational F
oundation,

the incom
e of w

hich is used to m
aking grants for education

of local people.
O

pposite you w
ill see w

hy the road is closed! 
T

he old m
ain

road started to becom
e unstable on the edge of the quarry

.
R
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t p
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T
he G

range [4]
T

his w
as the hom

e of the N
ew

ton
fam

ily w
ho w

ere a very influential
fam

ily in the early days of the Q
uakers.

A
fter the restoration of the m

onarchy
in 1660 they w

ere regarded as
‘R

ebellious Q
uakers’ and both W

a
lte

r
and his son N

athaniel w
ere arrested

and im
prisoned.

G
eorge F

ox w
as a frequent visitor and often

stayed here during his journeyings 
A

 m
eeting

w
as form

ally registered here in 1702. P
reviously

they had been w
orshipping in B

addesley E
nsor
.

In 1704 N
athaniel N

ew
ton had a concern to establish a

school for local children and opened it in the barn to the
left of the house. It is still possible to see the pegs on the
w

all that w
ere used by the children. 

T
his school developed

and w
as m

oved in 1741 to the site of the present m
eeting

house up the hill. The site of the school and the field
behind it w

ere left in trust to N
athaniel N

ew
ton Jun. in

N
athaniel S

en’s w
ill drafted in 1721.

B
y the 1740s The G

range had then been an ‘open
house’ for visiting Q

uakers for approxim
ately eighty

years, a practice continued by E
lizabeth B

artlett,
granddaughter of Walter N

ew
ton, w

ho had m
arried

B
enjam

in B
artlett - a w

ealthy Q
uaker from

 B
radford - in

C
ontinued on back page


